WAYS TO PREVENT IDENTITY THEFT 
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· Do not leave wallets or purses in plain site. Do not hang purses from a chair at a public place. Only carry what is absolutely needed in your wallet or purse.

· Do not carry social security cards, passports, or birth certificates unless absolutely necessary.
· Do not leave statements lying around. Store them in a locked file and shred information not needed.

· Pay attention to the billing cycles and follow up with creditors if bills do not arrive on time.

· Do not give passwords to anyone. Do not write passwords down where others may find them.

· Create unique passwords which include a combination of numbers and letters in large and small caps. Avoid using information such as mother’s maiden name, date of birth, or social security numbers.

· Do not leave credit/debit cards lying around the home or office. Carry only those which will be used.

· Close unused accounts and cut up the card. Use debit cards which require a PIN number.

· Memorize the PIN number. Do not write it down in the same place the ATM or debit card is kept.
· Deposit outgoing mail in post office collection boxes rather than unsecured

               mail boxes. Promptly remove mail from the mailbox. If going on vacation,     

               request a vacation hold. 
· Carry cards in a separate holder from the wallet. Sign the back credit and debit cards stating “Please see I.D.” 
· Do not give out the account number unless making a purchase. Keep track of all receipts and destroy papers with the card numbers on them. 
· Do not throw papers in the trash. Check statements for unauthorized charges.

· Shred any credit card offers received and not used. Cut up any pre-approved credit cards not used.
· Ask for an alternate number on driver’s licenses, insurance cards, and other materials.
